
m¤úv`K 
W. mvBdzj Bmjvg w`j`vi

EDITOR
Dr. Saiful I. Dildar

rAvB.wU. g¨v‡bRvi
†gvt i“ûj Avwgb

I.T. Manager
Md. Ruhul Amin

mn‡hvMxZvqt
w` Bbw÷wUDU Ae i“ivj
†W‡fjc‡g›U-AvBAviwW

Assistance by :
The Institute of Rural

Develoment-IRD

m¤úv`K KZ©„K
†ewmK wd‡ivRv Mv‡W©b, 222/L 
d¬¨vU # wm-2(2q Zjv), gvwjevM 

XvKv-1217 †_‡K gyw`ªZ Ges cÖKvwkZ

EDITORIAL OFFICE:
Bangladesh Human Rights

Commission(BHRC)
222/Kha, Malibag (1st floor)

Fat # C-2, Dhaka-1217
G.P.O. Box- 3725, Bangladesh.

Tel: 88-02-9361353,
01714098355

Fax: 88-02-9343501, 8321085
E-mail: hrm.news24@gmail.com

Website: www.bhrc-bd.org

Price: Taka 20.00 

gvbevwaKvi cwiw¯’wZ AebwZ
†Kv‡bvfv‡eB Kvg¨ bq

†`‡k ¸g, Lyb, al©Y, bvix wbh©vZ‡bi NUbv w`b w`bB evo‡Q| evo‡Q ivR‰bwZK
mwnsmZv| `ye©…Ë‡`i nv‡Z Lyb nIqvi cvkvcvwk AvBbk…•Ljv i¶vKvix evwnbxi nv‡ZI
¸g I Lyb nIqvi A‡bK Awf‡hvM i‡q‡Q| GKB m‡½ `ye©j wePvie¨e¯’v I gvgjvR‡Ui
Kvi‡Y Gme NUbvi wkKvi cwievi¸‡jv †ewki fvM †¶‡ÎB b¨vqwePvi cÖvwß †_‡K
ewÂZ nq| hy³iv‡óªi ciivóª `ß‡ii cÖKvwkZ evwl©K gvbevwaKvi cÖwZ‡e`‡bI
evsjv‡`‡ki Ggb wPÎB dy‡U D‡V‡Q| 2012 mv‡ji GB cÖwZ‡e`‡b AvBbk…•Ljv
i¶vKvix evwnbxi e¨vcK mgv‡jvPbv K‡i ejv nq, 2011 mv‡j evsjv‡`‡k †h bvRyK
gvbevwaKvi cwiw¯’wZ wQj, Zv †_‡K DËi‡Y miKvi Kvh©Ki †Kv‡bv c`‡¶cB †bqwb|
miKvi, Avš—R©vwZK cÖwZôvb, †emiKvwi ms¯’v, M‡elK, wewkó e¨w³ I MYgva¨‡g
cÖKvwkZ Z‡_¨i wfwË‡Z cÖwZ‡e`bwU ˆZwi Kiv nq| cÖwZ‡e`‡b A‰ea †MÖßvi,
AvUKv‡`k, KvivMv‡ii cwi‡ek, ew›` Ae¯’vq g„Zy¨, `yb©xwZi `vqgyw³, wbgœ
Kg©cwi‡ek, e¨vcKfv‡e bvix I wkï‡`i AwaKvi j•Nbmn Av‡iv A‡bK wel‡q
gvbevwaKvi cwiw¯’wZi `ye©jZv¸‡jv Zy‡j aiv n‡q‡Q|
Rvbv g‡Z, gvwK©b ciivóª `ß‡ii cÖwZ‡e`bwU m¤ú‡K© GL‡bv miKv‡ii c¶ †_‡K
†Kv‡bv AvbyôvwbK cÖwZwµqv Rvbv‡bv nqwb| Z‡e AZx‡Zi AwfÁZv †_‡K Avgiv
ej‡Z cvwi, hLbB †Kv‡bv cÖwZ‡e`b miKv‡ii wec‡¶ hvq ZLbB Zvi Kov
mgv‡jvPbv Kiv nq Ges †mwU me©‡Zvfv‡e cÖZ¨vL¨vb Kiv nq| Zv‡Z Aek¨ GB
cÖwZ‡e`b †h D‡Ï‡k¨ ˆZwi Kiv nq wKsev huviv ˆZwi K‡ib, Zuv‡`i wKQy Av‡m-hvq
bv| gvwK©b Ks‡MÖ‡m Dc¯’vwcZ cÖwZ‡e`bwUi cÖfve fwel¨‡Z `yB †`‡ki g‡a¨ we`¨gvb
m¤ú‡K©i †¶‡ÎI wbðqB cÖwZdwjZ n‡e| Kv‡RB G‡K A¯^xKvi Ki‡jB mgm¨vi
mgvavb n‡e bv| kix‡i ¶Z _vK‡j Zv wPwKrmvi gva¨‡g mvwi‡q bv Zy‡j ¶Z †X‡K
ivLv †hgb †Kv‡bv mgvavb bq, †Zgwb A¯^xKvi KivUvI †Kv‡bv mgvavb bq| eis
cÖwZ‡e`bwUi Dchy³ g~j¨vq‡bi gva¨‡g wPwýZ `ye©jZv¸‡jv ch©v‡jvPbv K‡i `ª“Z
†m¸‡jv KvwU‡q IVvi †Póv KivUvB n‡e †hŠw³K| Avi ïay gvwK©b cÖwZ‡e`b †Kb,
Av‡iv A‡bK cÖwZ‡e`‡bB AZx‡Z Ggb Awf‡hvM D‡V‡Q| †`‡ki †fZ‡iI A‡bK
M‡elYv cÖwZ‡e`‡b Gme `ye©jZvi K_v D‡V G‡m‡Q| MYgva¨‡g cÖwZwbqZ †hme Lei
cÖKvwkZ n‡”Q, †m¸‡jv †_‡KI Avgiv †`‡ki gvbevwaKvi cwiw¯’wZ m¤ú‡K© †h
†bwZevPK wPÎ cvB, Zv‡K A¯^xKvi Kiv hv‡e wK Kv‡RB mgm¨v‡K mgm¨v wn‡m‡e
¯^xKvi K‡i †bIqvUvB fv‡jv| Zv‡Z Aš—Z †m¸‡jv †_‡K cwiÎv‡Yi †Póv Kiv hvq|
DËiY mnR nq| gvbevwaKv‡ii mgm¨v evsjv‡`‡k AZx‡ZI wQj, GL‡bv Av‡Q- GwUB
ev¯—eZv| Avi ïay evsjv‡`k †Kb, Kg‡ewk c…w_exi me †`‡kB Av‡Q, hy³iv‡óªI
Av‡Q| wKš‘ †mme †`‡k mgm¨v †_‡K DËi‡YiI Ae¨vnZ cÖ‡Póv Av‡Q| Avgv‡`iI
†mB cÖ‡Póv †Rvi`vi Ki‡Z n‡e| ivZvivwZ G mgm¨vi mgvavb n‡e bv; wKš‘ Avgiv
µgvš^‡q GwM‡q †h‡Z PvB| Avgiv †hb †Kv‡bv Ae¯’vqB wcwQ‡q bv hvB|

‘Fortnightly’ cvw¶K 

‘Manabadhikar’ gvbevwaKvi
22Zg el© 501Zg msL¨v 30 GwcÖj 2013Bs

Editorial
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Human Rights Report: 
Bangladesh Human Rights
Commission (BHRC)
believe this man made disas-
ter is an act of killing poor
garments workers. Rana
plaza was built without prop-
er permission of authorities
and no building code was
maintained at all. Chairman
Justice AKM Sadeque and
Secretary General Dr. Saiful
I. Dildar of BHRC treat this
as the largest man made
human casualty in the history
of Bangladesh. This disaster
was happened last 24th April,
2013 in the very early morn-
ing close to 9 am.
Information gives us the pic-
ture that UNO, acting local
police officer in-charge,
municipal area architect,
local city mayor all are
involved and responsible for

this incidence. Owner of the
Rana Plaza Mr. Sohel Rana
(an Awami League member)
and others five garments
owners oblige poor garments
workers joined their work
against their wish. 
An Eleven Member team of
BHRC investigated Savar
casualty. On 27th April 2013
evening Dr. Saiful I. Dildar
lead by 11 member team was
visiting Rana Plaza in Savar.
Other members investigation
team was Dr. Md. Enamur
Rahman, owner of Enam
Medical College Hospital
and President of BHRC
Savar Upazila Branch, Md.
Zahidur Rahman, General
Secretary of BHRC Savar
Upazila Branch, Tuhin Khan
Khan, President of Savar
Municiple Branch, Md.
Abdul Karim Ripon,

President & Tauhid Hasan
General Secretary of BHRC
Motijheel Regional Branch,
Abdul Aziz, General
Secretary of Demra P.S.
Branch, Sirajul Islam Biplob
President of Paltan P.S.
Branch, Abdul Hamid
President and Kaizer General
Secretary of Jatrabari P.S.
Branch are closely investi-
gating the situation.

Jagdish Sharan
Verma Obituary 

Jagdish Sharan Verma, the
former Indian chief justice
who helped lead the charge
for tough new laws to protect
women in the wake of a gang
rape of a woman on a New
Delhi bus, has died. He was
80. 
Verma died late Monday of
multi-organ failure after a
brief illness, said Dr. Yatin
Mehta, an official at the
Medanta Medicity hospital
where he was being treated in 
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An Eleven Member team of BHRC
investigated Savar casualty

Human Rights Report:
Veteran Awami League
leader Abdul Hamid was
sworn in as the country's
20th President in a simple
ceremony at Bangabhaban

on 24th April. Acting
Speaker Shawkat Ali admin-
istered the oath of office to
Hamid at Bangabhaban
Darbar Hall in the evening.
Cabinet secretary M

Musharraf Hossain
Bhuiyan conducted the
oath-taking ceremony
that began with the
recitation from the holy
Quran. Hamid was
elected uncontested the
country's President on
Monday, raising a hope
that he will take effec-

tive initiatives to resolve the
country's long-drawn politi-
cal crisis.
Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Kazi
Rakibuddin Ahmad made the
announcement after scrutin-
ising the validity of Hamid's
candidature.  The Election
Commission also issued a
gazette notification declaring
Hamid as the President.
Earlier, on Sunday, the
Awami League
Parliamentary Party (ALPP)
nominated Abdul Hamid as
an Awami League candidate
to contest the president elec-
tion. As per the constitution,
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a New Delhi suburb. 
A lifelong crusader for jus-
tice and a firm believer in the
integrity of judges, Verma
was known as the con-
science-keeper of the Indian
judiciary. 
After he retired as the coun-
try's chief justice in 1998, he
refused to take any job in the
private sector to avoid the
appearance of impropriety.
But the government repeat-
edly turned to him for help.
He was the head of India's
national panel on human
rights and the first head of
India's national broadcasting
standards authority. 
But his landmark service
came earlier this year when
he headed a government

panel to examine the Indian
criminal justice system's
treatment of violence against
women. The panel was
formed following the fatal
gang rape in the capital in
December. The case sparked
protests and demands for
changes in the way India
treats its women. 
Verma's commission
received more than 80,000
suggestions on how to
change Indian law and com-
pleted a 630-page report in
just a month. 
It recommended stricter
penalties for crimes against
women, including death in
extreme cases of rape. It also
approved increasing the
maximum seven-year sen-

tence for rape to 20 years and
imposing stiff punishments
for crimes such as stalking,
cyber stalking and
voyeurism. 
Many of the panel's recom-
mendations swiftly became
law. 
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh memorialized Verma
not just for the "many path-
breaking judgments he deliv-
ered as a judge, but also for
his deep sensitivity to the
concerns of the common man
and his fierce commitment to
the public good."
In a statement, Singh said
Verma had been generous in
giving him advice, which he
will miss.

Hamid sworn in as President 

Acting Speaker Shawkat Ali admin-
istering oath to new President Abdul
Hamid at Bangabhaban on 24 April

2013.

the tenure of the President is
five years since the day of
taking oath.
Among those who witnessed
the investiture were Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Deputy Leader of the House
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury,
ministers, members of parlia-
ment, judges of the Supreme
Court, and senior civil serv-
ice and military officials.
The main opposition BNP,
which participated in the
oath-taking ceremony of
Zillur Rahman on February
12, 2009, boycotted the func-
tion this time. Abdul Hamid
Advocate, son of late Haji
Md Tayebuddin of Kamalpur
at Mithamoin under
Kishoreganj district was born
in a respectable Muslim fam-
ily January 1, 1944.
Hamid was elected
Parliament member for seven
times. Hamid discharged as
the parliament Speaker
twice. He also served as the
Deputy speaker of the parlia-
ment and Deputy Leader of
the opposition. Since March
14, Speaker Abdul Hamid
had been discharging as act-
ing President as per the
Constitution.
Hamid is married, and a
father of three sons and a
daughter. For his outstanding
contributions to the country's
Independence and Liberation

War, Abdul Hamid was con-
ferred upon the
Independence Award - 2013.
The post of President fell
vacant on March 20 follow-
ing the death of late President
Zillur Rahman while under-
going treatment at a
Singapore hospital.

Jharna hon-
oured for

heroic role
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Hasan Mahmud
Khandker said on
Wednesday that Police could
work out their proficiency
upto the mark against crime
and unruly activities if peo-
ple stood by them.
"Stand by us and we can
show you more of our capa-
bilities," the IGP said while
addressing a reception
accorded to Jharna Begum,
who risked her life in rescu-
ing a fatally injured Police
personnel in Rajshahi on
April 1.
To create social resistance
against evil force, the IGP
said, people's support and
cooperation are needed. 
Their cooperation is part of
the citizens' responsibility, he
said.
Hailing Jharna Begum's bold

role in rescuing fatally
injured Sub-Inspector
Jahangir, the IGP said, she
set up an illustrious example
for all to follow. "We need
people like Jhanra Begum to
build fraternity and brother-
hood," he said.
Held at the Police
Headquarters, Jharna Begum
and Additional IGP Shahidul
Haque also spoke on the
occasion attended by senior
police officers.
While expressing her feel-
ings, Jharna Begum said that
she did not do for any recog-
nition. She just stood beside
a critically injured man on
humanitarian ground.
She also asked all to help
security personnel in time of
need. "If I can do being a
woman, then why not you
people, who are males?" She
questioned.
Sub-Inspector Jahangir Alam
of Rajshahi Metropolitan
Police (RMP) received fatal
injuries during a clash with
the activities of   the Jamaat-
e-Islam and the Islami
Chhatra Shibir in Rajshahi
city on April 1. Jharna
Begum, an employee of a
beauty parlour of Shalbagan
area of Rajshahi city, rescued
Jahangir risking her life and
rushed him to a hospital.
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Hefazat men
assault female
TV journalist

Some activists of Hefazat-e-
Islam assaulted a female
journalist of Ekushey
Television during their grand
rally at Shapla Chattar in the
capital Saturday.
The victim, Nadia Sharmin, a
staff correspondent of the
private TV channel, was
rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)
after rescue.
At one stage of the rally,
some Hefazat activists were
locked in an altercation with
newsmen over the presence
of the female reporter, wit-
nesses said.
"All on a sudden, they started
beating Sharmin and forced
her to leave the rally venue.
The agitated activists took
her in front of Diganta TV
office from Paltan area," the

witnesses said in a spot
account of the incident.
Later, fellow journalists res-
cued and sent her to DMCH.
She was undergoing treat-
ment at the emergency unit
of the hospital till filing of
the report around 6:30pm.
The Hefazat men also chased
some journalists at Paltan
crossing about 3:30pm.
Being chased, the journalists
took shelter inside the

National Press Club.
Witnesses said Hefazat
activists also hurled invec-
tive at journalists, particular-
ly those of the electronic
media and photojournalists,
in front of the press club.
At the time, several hundred
Hefazat men gathered in
front of the press club. They
hemmed in the club for about
two hours and allegedly gave
threat to the journalists.
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Human Rights Report:
On16th April 2013 Boston
Marathon twin bomb blasts
kill 3, injure at least 150 peo-
ple close to finishing line
gallery. BHRC condemn the
appalling acts carried out in
Boston and
deeply regret
the tragic out-
come and loss
of innocent
lives. BHRC
believe those
who responsi-
ble for the
atrocious acts will be brought
to justice. BHRC Chairman
Justice AKM Sadeque and
Secretary General Dr. Saiful
I. Dildar express their heart-
felt condolences to the fami-
lies and loved ones of those
who were killed, and they
wish a full recovery to those
who were injured. At least 17

people are critically wound-
ed, officials say, and the
injuries include several
amputations. One of the dead
was an eight-year-old boy,
US media said. Police said
the blaze might have been

caused by an
i n c e n d i a r y
device but it
did not appear
to be related to
the explosions.
Human right
o r g a n i z e r s
think it is a part

of world terrorism. BHRC
hope that America as a world
leader should take strong
step for end terror activities
world wide.  It does not mat-
ter how powerful terrors
organization this days, it is
time to destroy them com-
pletely. For sound and peace
life terror should be end. 

BHRC extremely condemn and feel
sorrow for the Boston Marathon blasts

At least 462 people have
been killed in cross fire and
156 others were subjected to
enforced disappearance by
police during the four years
of the present government
since it swept into power,
securing a landslide victory
in the elections on December
29, 2008. This was stated at
some human rights organiza-
tion, Dhaka on 17 April
2013. 
Of the 156 people, who had
been the victims of enforced
disappearance, only 28 bod-
ies were found.
Human Rights bodies alleged

that under the present gov-
ernment, the human rights
have been violated even
more in the country. But like
all of its predecessors, the
government has failed to
confess it, during the four
years of the present govern-
ment, the number of extra
judicial killings has
increased to 462, which she
considered as a great exam-
ple of violation of human
rights.
Health services have still
remained beyond the reach of
the people of the country.
Citing a report from the

Universal Periodic Review
of 2009-12 based on
Bangladesh Human Rights
situation, in the health sector,
ensuring services to mother
and child has remained far
off.
Human Rights bodies also
said, "During the tenure of
the present government, we
could see the people facing
problems like climate
change, slow pace in imple-
mentation of food policy and
non-formation of  a team to
monitor  the adulteration of
food, increase in repression
on the minorities and slow
implementation of the CHT
peace accord, all of which
are violation of human
rights."
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Huam Rights Report:
Justice AKM Sadeque,
Chairman and Dr. Saiful I.
Dildar, Secretary General of
Bangladesh Human Rights
Commission (BHRC) is
requesting for stop political
violence and inhuman activi-
ties against minority people's
in Bangladesh. In present
day political situation in
Bangladesh going bad day by
day due to controversial

agenda between government
and opposition parties. 
In present time whole nations
concern for regular basis
political, law and order and
in the same time civilian
casualty in Bangladesh.
Political dialogue is very
essential now-a-days
between government and
opposition party. Only politi-
cal dialogue can solve the

present situation. In present
time political casualty is
increasing in rural areas too. 
If this condition don't
improve very recently every
citizen in Bangladesh will
face extreme problem. Right
now minority peoples
become victim of this politi-
cal violence both Hindu and
Buddhist people lost their
house, business and their
religious temples. Condition
should be improved by
potential political dialogue
and violence must be stop as
soon as possible.

BHRC request for stop political violence
and inhuman activities against minority

peoples in Bangladesh

Human Rights Situation in Bangladesh

462 killed in crossfire,156 disap-
peared in 4 years: Report
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Runa Laila made
SAARC goodwill

ambassador
Huamn Rights Report:
Renowned Bangladeshi
singer Runa Laila has been
made a SAARC goodwill
ambassador for HIV/AIDS

for the next two years. She
has been nominated along
with two other goodwill
ambassadors from India and
Pakistan. Runa Laila is the
first Bangladeshi to become a
SAARC goodwill ambassa-
dor. The two other goodwill
ambassadors are Ajay
Devgan, a renowned film star
of India and Sharmeen
Obaid-Chinoy an eminent
journalist and documentary
filmmaker of Pakistan.
Foreign Minister Dipu Moni
handed over the formal letter
from the SAARC Secretary

General to Runa Laila at the
Foreign Ministry on Tuesday
afternoon. "I feel honoured to
be the goodwill Ambassador
of SAARC for HIV/AIDS. I
have long been involved in
creating awareness about
various social issues includ-
ing the HIV/AIDS," Runa
Laila told reporters after
receiving the formal letter.
"From now on I will work
more vigorously as there is
still lack of awareness about
this deadly disease in the
South Asian region," she
said.

Besides, there has been no
plan for rehabilitation of 30
lakhs slum dwellers in Dhaka
city.
"Also, we are witnessing rise
in domestic violence, vio-
lence related to dowry, rape,
acid throwing, sexual harass-
ment of women, Human
Rights bodies observed.
Nowadays fewer task done
without bribes in
Bangladesh. The bribes situ-
ation is higher than any time.
It looks like corruption is
going to eat the anticorrup-
tion bureau. A leaked list of
possible recipients of Padma
bridge kickbacks including
an adviser of the prime min-
ister and two former minis-
ters. 
Human Rights bodies noted
that the incident of Limon in
Jhalkathi showed a barbaric

act of police, in which the
college student had to loose
one of his legs as they shot
him on his foot.
The number of extra judicial
killings in the country has
increased. 
Human Rights bodies also
cited that in the last year
alone, 270 people were killed
in firing by the Indian Border
Security Force (BSF).
Human Rights bodies, refer-
ring to overflowing condi-
tions in the country's jails,
noted that the prisons should
have the capacity to hold
30,630 prisoners but at least
72 thousand prisoners are
huddling there. 
Most of the commitments the
government made in its elec-
toral manifesto have
remained unfulfilled, Human
Rights bodies pointed out. 

Referring to the lack of secu-
rity for journalists both in
cities and outside, Human
Rights bodies said, the gov-
ernment did not take any
strong steps for protecting
them. Human Rights bodies
also said that on April 29 a
10-member delegation will
participate in a human rights
conference in Geneva, repre-
senting this Forum.
Human Rights bodies,
already 27 reports on
Bangladesh Human rights
situation have been submit-
ted to the United Nations. In
the conference, they will talk
about the current rights situa-
tion in Bangladesh. 
The Bangladesh government
would also submit its own
report on the human rights at
the conference.
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Human Rights Report:
The US Congress on
Wednesday bestowed the
country's top civilian award
on microfinance pioneer
Muhammad Yunus, in a rous-
ing show of support to a man
who is under fire in his native
Bangladesh. 
Yunus, the
founder of
G r a m e e n
Bank which
p r o v i d e s
small loans
to poor peo-
ple usually
e x c l u d e d
from the
banking sys-
tem, became
the first Muslim to be award-
ed the Congressional Gold
Medal.
Leaders of America's two
main parties took a break
from a tense day for the cere-
mony in the rotunda under
the US Capitol's dome,
where House Speaker John
Boehner said he was present-
ing the award "with awe and
gratitude."
"Professor Yunus set out to
do what may be the biggest
thing of all, and that is liber-
ating people to seek a better
life," Boehner said.
Representative Rush Holt of
New Jersey, who belongs to
President Barack Obama's
Democratic Party, hailed
Yunus as "a man who has
shown most of us to be
wrong" in their views of how

economics work.
"Banker, revolutionary and
visionary are not words that
are commonly associated
with each other," Holt said.
"Yet millions of times, Dr.
Yunus has demonstrated with
facts, evidence and accom-

plishment that grand social
goals can be pursued one per-
son at a time by using prac-
tices that are completely con-
trary to what businesses have
practiced, for ages."
Yunus and Grameen Bank
won the 2006 Nobel Peace
Prize, with the award com-
mittee crediting his decades
of efforts with lifting from
dire poverty millions of peo-
ple in Bangladesh and else-

where -- particularly women.
However, Yunus has faced
pressure in Bangladesh
where the government has
increased control over
Grameen Bank -- a move
critics say is aimed at keep-
ing the banker in check if he
bids to enter the nation's
deeply polarized politics.
A visibly moved Yunus said
he first visited the Capitol

when he was
teaching at
M i d d l e
Tennessee State
University. He
said he came to
Washington in
1971 to lobby the
United States --
unsuccessfully --
to support
B a n g l a d e s h ' s
i n d e p e n d e n c e

from Pakistan.
He thanked Congress for the
"wonderful honor," saying it
was an endorsement of his
microfinance ideas.
"I am receiving it not for me
but for all these women who
have worked so hard to make
you convinced they can take
care of themselves given the
financial institutional support
not charity," he said.

The person who earns an honest living and spends a part of
her / his earning for the cause of suffering humanity at large,
always stand firm beside a person in distress, respectful to
the law of the land and speaks out in favour of peace with-
out fear of possible persecution is worthy of calling Human
Rights Activist. 

- Bangladesh Human Rights Commission

Who is a human rights activist ?

US Congress presents Congressional
Gold Medal to Prof Yunus

Passengers at Dhaka's
Shahjalal International
Airport have been met with a
pretty interesting sight in
recent months, roughly coin-
ciding with the period that
has witnessed an upsurge in
the political violence typical
of Bangladesh in an election
year. Hundreds of cartons
containing merchandise
meant for export to destina-
tions typically in Europe lie
piled up, mostly unattended

in the cargo village area of
the airport and outside it as
well, waiting for a flight that
allows their owners - mostly
from the country's booming
textile industry - to deliver
the goods to their contrac-
tors, some of the biggest
names in global retail, on
time.
Although the RMG boom
has been arguably the anchor
that has allowed
Bangladesh's economy to

settle into a remarkably con-
sistent growth pattern over
the last decade, the resort to
delivery by air is an increas-
ing phenomenon that has
been forced upon the indus-
try by the changing context
of its position vis-a-vis the
world market. High street
fashion in London, Paris and
New York is typified by con-
ditions that shift fast in new
directions, and is currently
witnessing a boom that even
managed to weather the glob-
al financial crisis.
Bangladesh's export-oriented
garment industry has mostly
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Human Rights Report:
Britain's Iron Lady was being
laid to rest Wednesday with a
level of pomp and protest
reflecting her status as a
commanding, polarizing
political figure.
A coffin containing the body
of former Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher was driv-
en from the Houses of
Parliament to the church of
St. Clement Danes for
prayers ahead of the former
leader's full funeral at St.
Paul's Cathedral.
From there the coffin -
draped in a Union flag and

topped with white roses and
a note from her children
reading "Beloved mother,
always in our hearts" - was
borne on a gun carriage
drawn by six black horses of
the Royal Horse Artillery to
the cathedral, where 2,300
invited mourners awaited.
Spectators lining the route
broke into applause - and
scattered boos - as the car-
riage, escorted by young sol-
diers, sailors and airmen,
passed by.
Some staged silent protests
by turning their backs upon
the coffin. One man held a

banner declaring "Rest in
shame." Along the route,
arguments broke out in the
crowd between Thatcher
supporters and opponents.
An honor guard of soldiers in
scarlet tunics and bearskin
hats saluted the coffin as it
approached the cathedral,
while red-coated veterans
known as Chelsea Pensioners
stood to attention on the
steps.
Queen Elizabeth II and her
husband Prince Philip
arrived last among the
mourners inside the cathe-
dral, who included digni-
taries from around the world,
11 prime ministers and for-
mer U.S. Secretary of States
Henry Kissinger and George
Schultz.

Britain's Iron Lady
laid to rest

The election-year normal

managed to adapt itself
accordingly, with the huge
supply of cheap labour ensur-
ing lead times remain low to
make the cost savings worth-
while. Indeed, it can be said
to have done remarkably
well, although the rewards of
this have been reaped some-
what disproportionately
between the owners of the
over 4,000 factories where
the clothes are made, and
those who actually work in
them.
Success has also meant
Bangladeshi suppliers are
now much in demand - poor
safety records hardly offset
the benefit of cost savings -
around the world. Practically
all of the biggest names in
the clothing retail industry
source some proportion of
their inventory from
Bangladesh. McKinsey, a
leading consultancy, estimat-
ed last year that export earn-
ings $19 billion in the last
fiscal put it second only to
China. It also predicted a
potential doubling of this
amount by 2030, as more and
more suppliers move out of
China, where growing living
standards mean the availabil-
ity of cheap labour is dwin-
dling. In short, the stakes are
now getting much higher, as
Bangladeshi firms compete
to win contractors leaving
China.
Although exporters do usual-

ly ship some of their goods
by air at this time of year,
increased competition in this
high-stakes atmosphere cou-
pled with the obstacles posed
by the outbreak of frequent
political violence have
brought things to a head.
Worried about losing market
share to manufacturers in
India, which recently entered
into a free-trade agreement
with the EU, at a time when a
spate of unfortunate acci-
dents owing to negligence o
the part of owners has
focused much negative atten-
tion on working conditions in
the industry, Bangladeshi
exporters can ill-afford to
lose buyers' deadlines. As a
result, despite costing 20
times more than shipment by
sea, the December to
February period witnessed a
spike of 52 percent year-on-
year in the amount of goods
shipped by air, according to
figures provided by Biman

Bangladesh Airlines. The
national carrier provides han-
dling facilities to cargo carri-
ers, such as Bismillah Air,
which are of course doing
some brisk business.
Take it outside 
The principal problem facing
the exporters in the present
environment is one of securi-
ty for their goods, as they are
transported from their facto-
ries or godowns (often  sited
together) to the country's
lone international sea-port in
Chittagong. A succession of
hartals and other pro-
grammes of dissent by the
opposition parties has ren-
dered this practically impos-
sible. Last week, finally, the
federation of garment manu-
facturers and exporters, the
BGMEA, secured assurances
of armed security from the
government in moving goods
to the Chittagong port from
all over the country.
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Human being should be considered without any discrimina-
tion regarding religion, caste, creed, nation, tribe etc. In dif-
ferent religions like Islam, Hinduism, Christianity or
Buddhism; everyone has been asked to show love, friend-
ship and fraternity amongst themselves. 
A person who is successful in his own profession can only
be considered as a total accomplished human being if he/she
can devote her/himself for the humanity in total sense. We
are "all for each other" should be the motto of our life &
only then we can be proud of ourselves.

- Bangladesh Human Rights Commission

Eternal Truth


